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Messrs. MORAN, HIMES, TAKANO, 
and BARBER changed their vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So the previous question was ordered. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated against: 
Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, had I been 

present and voting on rollcall vote No. 184 
(Motion on Ordering the Previous Question on 
the Rule providing for consideration of H.R. 
4486) I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
184 I was at a funeral in my district. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 3344 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to remove 
my name as a cosponsor from H.R. 3344. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 

f 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2015 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on consider-
ation of H.R. 4486, and that I may in-
clude tabular material on the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 557 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4486. 

The Chair appoints the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. WEBSTER) to preside 
over the Committee of the Whole. 

b 1343 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4486) 
making appropriations for military 
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2015, and for other purposes, with Mr. 
WEBSTER of Florida in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
The gentleman from Texas (Mr. CUL-

BERSON) and the gentleman from Geor-

gia (Mr. BISHOP) each will control 30 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

It is a real honor and a privilege for 
me to present the Veterans Affairs and 
Military Construction Appropriations 
bill to the House of Representatives 
with my good friend from Georgia, 
SANFORD BISHOP. 

This is a bipartisan bill that we pro-
duced together with unanimous sup-
port of the committee and the sub-
committee to ensure that our veterans 
and our men and women in uniform 
have everything that they need to do 
their job with complete peace of mind. 

In fact, I often think of the job of 
this subcommittee as the peace of 
mind subcommittee, to be sure that 
our men and women in uniform have 
everything they need when it comes to 
their physical infrastructure and that, 
when they leave the services and go 
into the VA system, they have every-
thing they need. 

b 1345 

Making sure that our men and 
women in uniform have everything 
that they need and making sure that 
our veterans when they leave the serv-
ice have the best possible medical care 
this country can provide is one of those 
fundamental functions of the govern-
ment. We have an obligation as guard-
ians of the Treasury and as good stew-
ards of taxpayers’ hard-earned dollars 
to ensure that this vital, core function 
of our Federal Government is fulfilled 
to our veterans and to our men and 
women in uniform. 

In this appropriations bill, we have 
included $71.5 billion in discretionary 
funding, which is $1.8 billion less than 
last year and $398 million less than the 
budget request. We have provided the 
full budget request number of $6.6 bil-
lion for military construction projects, 
and while we have provided $1.8 billion 
less in fiscal year ’14, we have included 
$64.7 billion in discretionary funding 
for the VA, which is about $1.5 billion 
more than last year. We have included 
an additional $20 million to get at the 
claims backlog and $17 million more 
than was requested for electronic med-
ical records. 

In this legislation, we are ensuring 
that we have continued strict oversight 
of the VA in their reporting require-
ments on the claims backlog. The 
length of time it takes veterans to re-
ceive the disability benefits that they 
have earned is just unacceptable, so 
Mr. BISHOP and I have included lan-
guage in this bill to have very strict re-
porting requirements over which we 
will continue to exercise vigorous over-
sight in the months ahead at the VA to 
ensure that the claims backlog is re-
duced. 

We are also introducing a mechanism 
here that we have found to be very, 
very effective in the case of electronic 
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